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TO ALL DIVISION CHIEFS, DISTRICT AND URBAN ENGINEERS: 
 
This will cancel my letter of September 18, 1959 in regard to the distribution of 
preliminary plans. The purpose of that letter was, of course, to prevent our plans from 
getting into the hands of speculators, or others who would use them to their personal 
advantage, and against the best interests of the State Highway Department. Also, from 
past experience, we had found that preliminary plans were often misinterpreted, which 
caused trouble and difficulties later on when it became time to negotiate right-of-way 
plans that had been made final, and perhaps altered in the interim between the 
issuance of the preliminary plans and the final design plans. 
 
We suggest, therefore, that the following comments be used as a guide in issuing, or 
distributing preliminary plans. Generally, considerable discretion should be exercised 
in the issuance of preliminary plans, and I think the issuance of preliminary plans 
should be confined to the following: 

1. Preliminary plans may be issued to official planning commissions, to local 
political subdivisions whose planning may be affected by our highway locations, 
to officials of FHA and the Veterans Administration and to other official bodies 
having a useful need for such advance information, and who will not violate our 
confidence in them to keep such plans solely for their own use and guidance. 
 
2. Preliminary plans may, of course, be furnished to property owners who are, or 
will be involved in right-of-way matters, but generally it will be necessary to 
furnish property owners only with such information and portions of the plans that 
will give them a clearer idea of the property required from them. 
 
3. Plans may be furnished to utility companies where their utilities may be 
affected by our highway construction. 
 
4. It will be satisfactory to furnish preliminary plans to engineers and architects 



who will prepare plans for commercial or residential developments, shopping 
centers, etc., adjacent to highways that are programmed for improvement. 

We believe it would be well to stamp all prints of plans issued prior to the 
advertisement for letting, or prior to the time and right-of-way has been secured, - 
"UNAPPROVED PRELIMINARY PLANS SUBJECT TO CHANGE - NOT TO BE 
REPRODUCED OR REISSUED TO OTHERS". The exception is portions of plans 
issued to property owners for use in right-of-way negotiations. 
 
Generally speaking, no plans should be issued to outside people, except under the 
general categories I have noted, until the project has been advertised for letting, or 
until all the right-of-way has been secured. I believe it would be well for each Division 
Chief and District Engineer to designate some one or two persons in his office besides 
himself, capable of exercising proper approval or disapproval of the issuance of plans 
from his office. 
 
 
(Whitton ?) 
Chief Engineer 
 
 
 


