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TO ALL DISTRICT ENGINEERS: 
 
As stated at the District Engineer's meeting last Friday, February 3, we have found 
that the estimated cost of projects for which plans have been received within the last 90 
days has increased very materially, and it is evident that this is due almost entirely to 
the adoption of the Tables of General Design Data dated September 1, 1960 and 
January 1, 1961 and the use of projected traffic. 
 
We are not so much concerned with projects consisting of the improvement of the 
existing system since they are usually on the higher traffic routes, but we are concerned 
with the remaining unconstructed routes in the 12,00 miles included in the 10-year 
program adopted in 1952. There are about 2,400 miles in this category, 70% of which 
will carry less than 100 ccars per day on completion, and a large portion of the other 
30% will carry less than 200 per day. 
 
You are probably aware of the fact that our 1954 Secondary road Plan is based 
(approved by the Bureau) on the Table of General Design data October 11, 1957 so 
that any project meeting the requirements of that chart will be approved by the 
Bureau. 
 
It is therefore, our considered opinion that we should use this chart for the design 
criteria for all of the remaining mileage in the 12,000 mile system, thus realizing a 
considerable saving in construction cost and still maintain a satisfactory standard for 
the traffic involved. You are, therefore, requested to start using this chart immediately 
under the following conditions: 
 
1. Use a minimum of 200' non-passing sight distance (4.5' and 4") in all cases unless the 
contrction cost or property damage would be unreasonably high. 
 
2. Use A.D.T. at the time of completion of the project rather than any future 



projection. 
 
3. Use latest revised standard drawings where applicable. 
 
4. For projects having A.D.T. of less than 100, do not design better than the minimum 
shown on the chart except in those cases where it could be done at a relatively small 
additional cost. 
 
5. In the 100 to 400 A.D.T. category, use the "M" column for A.D.T. of less than 200 
and the "D" column for over 200. The "M" and "D" columns should be used in the 
same manner for projects with A.D.T. in excess of 400, making the split at 700 A.D.T. 
 
6. On projects having an A.D.T. in excess of 400 for which the plans have already been 
designed on the basis of the charts dated September 1, 1960 or January 1, 1961, do not 
revise them. 
 
7. On projects having an A.D.T. of less than 400 for which the plans have been 
completed on the basis of the charts of September 1, 1960 or January 1, 1961, revise 
them to the chart of October 11, 1957 unless in your judgment the saving would not be 
significant. 
 
8. As in the past, sub-standars will be permitted when there are good and sufficient 
reasons for them. They should, of course, be explained at the time the plans are 
submitted in order that we may request their approval by the Bureau. 
 
It is our hope that nothing in this letter will cause you any unreasonable amount of 
work. If this should be the case in specific instances, please call it to our attention for 
further consideration. 
 
 
 
M S. Gwinn, Engineer 
Division of Supplementary Highways and Local Roads 


