Design Standards Letter

Letter Number: G-1965-40
Letter Date: 08/19/1965
Effective Date: 08/19/1965
Section/Plan No.: None

Subject: Structure Loading Design

ALL DIVISION, DISTRICT AND URBAN ENGINEERS AND CHIEF COUNSEL.:

Recent legislative action related to permissible axle spacing on truck and truck-trailer combinations
dictates an upgrading of structure designs in order that all new structures may properly provide for
possible loading conditions.

Effective immediately, bridge designs including multiple box culverts, will be based on not less than
H-15 (two lane) loadings to the extent that same can be done without extensive re-design. The
Division of Bridges will take the necessary action to revise those structures already designed when
such revision is considered necessary.

Similarly, for all projects currently under design, the use of the single span box culverts, Standard
Drawings 53.10, 53.31, and 53.13, which are H-15 (one lane) will be governed as follows:

1. For those projects having bridges or multiple box culverts, which are revised by the
Division of Bridges, the single span box culverts should also be revised to provide for the
higher loading designs.

2. For those projects having bridges or multiple box culverts, which are not revised by the
Division of Bridges, the single span box culverts should not be revised.

3. For all other projects not involving bridges or multiple box culverts, the single span

box culverts should be revised to provide for the higher loading designs, and the use of
the Standard Drawings 53.10, 53.31, and 53.13 should be discontinued immediately.

Revisions to the Design Manual necessitated by these changes will be made at an early date.

L. V. McLaughlin
Engineer of Surveys and Plans



