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As you should be aware of by now, starting with the January, 1993 letting, the  
department is implementing a new type of bridge approach slab. Bridge 
approach slabs are to be constructed on all bridges regardless of bridge type  
or type of pavement designed for the roadway section. The new bridge approach  
slab is to be constructed when the following conditions exist: an existing  
bridge is to be widened; existing approach slabs are deteriorated and are to  
be replaced; new bridges just built or under construction and the paving  
contract is to be let after January 1, 1993. The Bridge Division is  
responsible for the inclusion of details for the new bridge approach slab into  
the bridge plans. The payment for the new bridge approach slab will be  
covered under bid item number 503-10.10 (Bridge Approach Slab (Bridge)) and  
will be a bridge bid item. 
 
On new construction there should not be much confusion about the application  
of the new bridge approach slab, but we realize that on rehabilitation work or  
bridge widenings, especially if stage construction is required, there may be  
some confusion as to who is responsible. It is imperative that the Design  
Division's District Personnel contact the Bridge Division as early as possible  
to decide if traffic control or geometrics make it impossible to implement the  
new approach slab as a part of the rehabilitation or widening. The final  
decision on how to handle these types of problems should be the responsibility  
of the district. 
 
Through the transition period some projects where bridges and grading are let  
without paving prior to the January, 1993 letting and the bridges are already  
built, it may be the best solution to include the bridge approach slab in the  
paving contract as a roadway bid item. This approach also needs to be  
coordinated by district Personnel with the Bridge Division. If a bridge and  
grading project has been let and the bridge has not been built, it may be  
possible to construct the approach slab by change order through the  



Construction Division. The most important aspect of implementing this  
changeover and getting through the transition period is to have good, early  
communication between the divisions affected. 
 
After January 1, 1993 the present Standard Drawing 503.00, for approach slabs, 
is to be used as a special sheet and not as a standard drawing. 
 
We call your attention to the implementation of the new Standard Drawing  
504.00 for concrete approach pavement. The concrete approach pavement is a  
roadway item and it is to be constructed when the new bridge approach slab is  
used. It consists of a concrete pavement with tied concrete shoulders. If 
drain basins are required at the bridge ends they are to be installed in the  
tied concrete shoulder as shown on the revised Standard Drawing 609.40E for  
drain basins, shoulder paving and fill slopes at bridge ends. The new  
Standard Drawing 504.00 for concrete approach pavement and the revised  
Standard Drawing 609.40E will be effective with the January, 1993 letting and  
will be distributed in the very near future. 
 
In closing we must stress again the need for early coordination and  
communication on implementing the above mentioned changes so that unnecessary  
complications do not arise. Thanks again for your continued cooperation and  
hard work. 
 
th/sb 


