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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of this general letter is to clarify the guidelines set out in  
General Letter No. 15, dated October 7, 1993. Tests have indicated that  
barrier height transition sections are generally not effective at speeds above  
45 mph, causing vehicles to overturn. We offer the following clarification of  
the guidelines concerning the use of the safety barrier height transistion. 
1. INTERSTATE ROUTES  
Barrier height transition sections, either temporary or permanent in  
nature, will not be used on any interstate project. 
2. PERMANENT INSTALLATIONS  
For permanent installations, barrier height transistions will not be  
used on any roadway with a posted speed above 45 mph. Height tran- 
sitions can be considered where the posted speed is 45 mph or less. 
3. WORK ZONES (TEMPORARY INSTALLATIONS) 
In work zones, other than interstate projects, barrier height tran- 
sitions will not be used where the posted speed prior to construction  
is above 45 mph, unless the barrier is used with a through lane closure  
as shown in figure 8-04.6 (temporary signals) or 8-04.7 of the Design  
Manual. Where the posted speed prior to construction is 45 mph or  
less, the barrier height transitions may be considered. Where barrier  
height transitions are used, they should be located as far as practic- 
able from the traffic lanes and will always be delineated with drum- 
like channelizers. 
 
Where barrier height transition sections cannot be used, the exposed ends of  
the traffic barriers should be flared away from the roadway by extending the  
barrier beyond the clear zone as defined in the 1988 edition of the "Roadside 
Design Guide" or should be protected with an approved crash cushion system. 
Standard drawing 617.00 has been revised to lengthen the barrier height tran- 
sition section to 20 feet. The 13' 6" height transition section will no longer  
be used. 
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