
Design Standards Letter 

 
Letter Number: G-2001-03 
 
Letter Date: 02/26/2001 
 
Effective Date: 02/26/2001 
 
Section/Plan No.: None 
 
Subject: Design Criteria for Concrete Pavements 
 
Body 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In a recent meeting with the Missouri/Kansas Chapter of the American Concrete Paving 
Association, we were informed that many projects recently awarded or currently under 
construction do not show on the plans the same cross slope for the traveled way and 
shoulder on PCC pavements or provide the option for the contractor to place a Type K or L 
longitudinal joint at the centerline or traveled way/shoulder joints in PCC pavements. 
 
These changes to the standard plans and templates for typical sections were adopted as 
standard policy in 1997. All plans involving new pavement construction should show a 2.0 
percent cross-slope on the traveled way and the paved shoulders. For resurfacing projects, 
the new cross-slope should match the existing traveled way cross-slope. On PCC paving 
projects, the plans should also allow the construction of a K or L joint at the longitudinal 
joint between lanes or between a lane and a shoulder/ramp as shown on Standard Plan 
502.05D. These standards allow the contractor the option to pave the traveled way and 
shoulders in a manner to expedite the paving operation by reducing the number of passes 
required to perform the work. 
 
These standards have no affect on the performance of the pavement and should be 
implemented on all projects. For projects under construction, work with the contractor to 
implement these changes through a change order. Designers should insure all plans 
submitted for bid opening meet these standards. 
 
Exceptions to this criteria need to be submitted to General Headquarters Construction or 
Design for approval. 
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